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art, later to be embraced as science), but it also furnished in
the thirteenth century a completer knowledge of Aristotle
and of Greek philosophy. These influences combined in
varying proportions : no two universities were founded by
the concurrence of exactly the same circumstances. Each
had some causes peculiar to itself, and all the earliest ones
were, in reality, special schools where one or two special
studies were pursued. Only later did they offer in their
curricula the entire range of higher studies.
The immediate cause of the origin of universities in Italy was
not the same as that in France and England. In these latter
countries they were the outgrowth of theological and dialectic
interests, both growing out of the Church. In Southern Italy,
where the contact with the Saracens, with the Normans, and
with the old population of Greek origin was intimate, and
where a more direct acquaintance with Greek literature was
preserved,,there had grown up, in connection with the mon-
astery at Salerno,/ an interest in the study and practice of
medicine. The work and teachings of the monks along these
lines were stimulated by the first Crusade and the fame of this
school spread abroad by the returning knights. Under the
shadow of the monastic influence there grew up a school
for the teaching of medicine, which in a way became the first
university. Salerno itself was never organized into a char-
tered university, though this distinctive teaching work of a
secular character was well established shortly after the middle
of the eleventh century. Later the school was united to that
of the neighboring city of Naples which was chartered by
Frederick II as the University in 1224. In the northern
Italian cities, struggling as they were with the German
emperor for their rights, a new and vital interest grew up in
Roman law, a knowledge of which had been allowed to fall
into desuetude. The emperor based most of his claims to
authority upon the rights of the old Roman emperors; the
cities sought to check these claims by a knowledge of charters,